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About CaruthersvilleAbout Caruthersville

2000 population 2000 population –– 6,7606,760
49% of town rental housing49% of town rental housing
36% individuals below poverty level36% individuals below poverty level
17% households with no vehicles available17% households with no vehicles available
12% households with no telephone service12% households with no telephone service
$45,000 median value of homes$45,000 median value of homes

2000 Census Data



Briefing with City CouncilBriefing with City Council

F3 tornado hit city on April 2F3 tornado hit city on April 2ndnd

Most of the southern portion of city was damagedMost of the southern portion of city was damaged
Many properties have had no cleanMany properties have had no clean--upup
Some homes damaged were rental property with Some homes damaged were rental property with 
owners living out of town.owners living out of town.
City needed public health nuisances identified to City needed public health nuisances identified to 
enforce debris removal code.enforce debris removal code.
Houses had been previously marked with placardsHouses had been previously marked with placards
–– Red: unsafeRed: unsafe
–– Yellow: minorYellow: minor
–– Green: OKGreen: OK



117 Red Placards117 Red Placards



DHSS TeamDHSS Team

3 teams with two people on each3 teams with two people on each
Concentrate on area east of Ward Rd.Concentrate on area east of Ward Rd.
Assess all red placard sitesAssess all red placard sites
Assess green and yellow as neededAssess green and yellow as needed
Photograph any nuisances observedPhotograph any nuisances observed
GPS site location GPS site location 
IT support in MCCIT support in MCC



Path of TornadoPath of Tornado



Data collection forms were created between City of Data collection forms were created between City of 
Caruthersville and DHSSCaruthersville and DHSS



A map was created showing population 
for each census block in the area that was 
damaged.  This helped to determine where 
field teams should concentrate their 
efforts.  (Some streets where industrial 
with no housing)  Information was from 
the 2000 Census Data.



Following a brief visual inspection of the 
area, the hardest hit area was determined 
and divided up between the teams.



Teams went to each site and recorded any 
apparent public health nuisances on their 
inventory forms.  



Each site was given a unique identifier.  A 
laminated paper & dry-erase marker was 
used to document photos taken at each 
site.



Each photo following the Identifier went 
with that site. Descriptions of all photos 
were logged on the inventory form.



Teams took photos to document where 
public health nuisances were observed.  



Many sites did not have visible street 
addresses.  Teams used GPS to find a 
location at every site.  



The inventory forms included a sketch for the site 
that showed the location of observed nuisances 
found. 



The teams marked their 
working maps to show which 
streets had been inventoried.  
This was useful for keeping 
track of what areas were 
completed. 



Information was brought into 
the Mobile Command Center 
every few hours.  The IT team 
entered the inventory forms 
into a database and logged the 
photos.



After data was entered, 
the forms were scanned 
and saved using a 
standard naming 
convention.



A database form was created 
to expedite data entry. 



Maps were used to 
record completed areas 
and to quickly determine 
new assignments for the 
field teams.



Once forms were entered, the GPS data was used 
to view the collected data on a map to check for 
any missed areas.



Because of this, it was discovered that several 
streets had been missed.  Field teams were 
directed to revisit that area. 



Several DNR overpack drums were found on one 
site.  Because of the possible hazardous 
materials, a special note was made of this area.  



A location map of this site was given to the City 
for further investigation.  



Final DatabaseFinal Database

A map of each A map of each 
site was created site was created 
and linked.and linked.
Each inventory Each inventory 
form was form was 
scanned and scanned and 
linked.linked.



This map shows all sites that public health 
nuisances were observed for this project.  



SummarySummary

174 sites inventoried.174 sites inventoried.
170 had public health nuisance observed.170 had public health nuisance observed.
Mayor requested individual report of each Mayor requested individual report of each 
site.site.
Database with individual report, links to Database with individual report, links to 
photos, maps, and forms created for City of photos, maps, and forms created for City of 
CaruthersvilleCaruthersville


